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waiver of the CEDS requirements of 
§ 303.7 of this chapter; 

(2) Involves a Project undertaken by 
an Indian Tribe; 

(3) Is rural and severely distressed; 
(4) Is undergoing a transition in its 

economic base as a result of changing 
trade patterns (e.g., the Region is cer-
tified as eligible by the North Amer-
ican Development Bank Program or 
the Community Adjustment and In-
vestment Program); 

(5) Exhibits a substantial reliance on 
a natural resource for its economic 
well-being; 

(6) Has been designated as a Feder-
ally-Declared Disaster area; or 

(7) Has a Special Need. 
(b) For purposes of this part, exces-

sive unemployment exists if the twen-
ty-four (24) month unemployment rate 
is at least 225% of the national average 
or the per capita income is not more 
than 50% of the national average. A 
Region demonstrates excessive under-
employment if the employment of a 
substantial percentage of workers in 
the Region is less than full-time or at 
less skilled tasks than their training or 
abilities would otherwise permit. Eligi-
ble Recipients seeking a Special Im-
pact Area designation under this cri-
terion must present appropriate and 
compelling economic and demographic 
data. 

(c) Eligible Recipients may dem-
onstrate the provision of useful em-
ployment opportunities by quantifying 
and evidencing the Project’s prospec-
tive: 

(1) Creation of jobs; 
(2) Commitment of financial invest-

ment by private entities; or 
(3) Application of innovative tech-

nology that will lead to the creation of 
jobs or the commitment of financial in-
vestment by private entities. 
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Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 313.1 Purpose and scope. 
The regulations in this part set forth 

the responsibilities of the Secretary of 
Commerce under chapter 4 of title II of 
the Trade Act concerning Community 
Trade Adjustment Assistance 
(‘Community TAA’). The Community 
TAA Program is designed to assist 
Communities impacted by trade with 
economic adjustment through the co-
ordination of Federal, State, and local 
resources, the creation of community- 
based development strategies, and the 
development and provision of programs 
that meet the training needs of work-
ers. The statutory authority and re-
sponsibilities of the Secretary of Com-
merce relating to Community TAA are 
delegated to EDA. EDA certifies Com-
munities as eligible to apply for assist-
ance under the Community TAA Pro-
gram, provides technical assistance to 
Impacted Communities, and provides 
implementation assistance to Impacted 
Communities in preparing and carrying 
out Strategic Plans. 

§ 313.2 Definitions. 
In addition to the defined terms set 

forth in § 300.3 of this chapter, the 
terms used in this part shall have the 
following meanings: 

Agricultural Commodity Producer has 
the same meaning given to that term 
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